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Sir John Simon made it clear in a dignified speech that the
advice of the Statutory Commission was not sought by
the Government before the Viceregal pronouncement. Sir
John said :
" It is enough for me to say that, when for the first time
the Commission were informed that the Government con-
templated a statement on the subject of the Montagu
Declaration, the Commission came to the conclusion that
we desired, preserving our wholly independent and judicial
position, not to be associated with any such statement, and
I so informed the Secretary of State on 24th September.
From that moment, any responsibility of the Commission
in the matter ceased/'1
The position of the Commission was further cleared by
reminding all the parties concerned that the duties laid upon
that body by Parliament were really of a semi-judicial
character, and that it was in no sense an instrument of the
Government of India or of the British Government ; that
it entered upon a duty laid upon it by the King-Emperor
as a completely independent and unfettered body.
But the matter did not end here. A powerful and
influential section of the British press and of public opinion
insisted on a definite assurance from the Prime Minister
that the Viceroy's declaration involved no fresh departure
from the preamble to the Government of India Act, 1919.
At last the controversy was set at rest by the interchange
of correspondence2 between the Prime Minister and
Mr. Baldwin.
1	Sir John Simon : House of Commons, November 7, 1929.
2	House of Commons,
November u, 1929.
My dear Prime Minister,
It will be within your recollection that the debate on Thursday
last in the House of Commons was concluded without any answer being
given by the Secretary of State for India to my second question, namely—
" whether this statement (i.e. the Viceroy's declaration) implies any change
in the policy hitherto declared, or in the time when this status may be
attained/'
It is true that this question was answered in the House of Lords, but

